
Volcano of Dreams

When I was offered the opportunity to work with a group of children at 
Abbeyhill Primary School, collaborating with them on a felt making project for 
this years Colony of Artists exhibition, I had no real idea of what the outcome 
might be. I knew it was important to remain open minded. My goals for the 
project were that the children would each have considered the class project 
and contributed ideas, learned how to hand make a piece of felt and be 
independently able to do so.

Most of the children had not made felt before and in our initial meeting were 
excited to hear about the process and be introduced to the materials. We met 
in small groups to thrash out ideas and I was greeted with endless options. 
Some of the children would exit the room backwards still delivering ideas at 
the end of these planning sessions.

In general children agreed with one another that expanding on a class topic 
about mountains was a good idea. Nothing, however, could have preparred 
me for what came next...
As you can see, the volcano is exploding babies from it’s core. The babies 
are important. Out of the very fires of this volcano comes life! One of the 
children declared her boredom at the mountain topic so I asked her what 
might make a mountain exciting for her...”Babies” she said. So, babies it is. 

I gave the children a demonstration of how to make the wool into felt and 
week after week they practiced and developed their skills and ideas into the 
sculpture you see before you today, moving in the last few weeks from two 
dimensional to three dimensional work.

They have used their ideas to personalise the volcano and interpreted these 
ideas into felt. See if you can find their features. The panda in the bamboo, 
Lewis’s mystical footbal, TaiQwonDo Ninja, Steve who seems to have 
escaped Minecraft, the candy forest and the money trees, sudoku cave and a 
chocolate waterfall. ALL of these ideas were formed and developed by the 
children.

They have learned the principles of felt making and I believe them to be 
skilled enough to show you how to make a hand made piece of felt.



It has been a huge privilige to facilitate the children in their work on this 
project. I can honestly say that each child met this project with curiosity and 
enthusiasm. I hope you enjoy their ideas, their skills, their work.

Charlotte Intihar


